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In this issue’s Uchites, we look at verbs of motion, a bane of the Russian language student's
existence. Uchites is prepared by Natalia Gogolitsyna, author of 93 Untranslatable Russian
Words, who teaches Russian and translation at the University of Bristol.

rnaronol ABVKEHUA

The main thing to remember about so called
“verbs of motion” is that Russians differentiate
between walking on foot (mmTit — xomure) and
using transport (éxaTh — e3muTh), where the verbs
VITH, €XaTh, JIeTETh, IJIBITh, Be3Ti denote move-
ment in one direction and XomuTb, €31UTE, JETATS,
IJIABaTh, BO3UTH denote movement in one direction
and back.

In the dialogue below replace the underlined
words with verbs of motion and make all the
necessary changes in the structure of the sen-
tences. Remember that the verbs 6bITh, 6HIBATE
(rme?) are followed by the prepositional case (B
Poccym, B Vitammm), as in the text below, and the
verbs €31uTh and €XaTk, JeTETh, IIABATE, XOIUTh,
BO3UTH (Kypna?) are followed by the accusative case
(for example, B Poccrtro, B ViTammo).

- Be1 6511 Korma-Eubyns B Poceym?

- IIa, a 6611 B Poccimt 16TOM IPOIILIIOro TOAA.

- A TIe JIMeHHO?

- 1 6n11 B Coum, Ha Kypcax pyccKoro a3bika. Ha
3TUX KypcaX HAacTO GLIBAIOT CTYAEHTHI M3 HAIIIe
CTpaHEL

- Kakim 06pa3oM BbI Zo6upamich Tyaa?

- Ha camomnére. MbI 6LLIM B ITyTH OKOJIO TPEX
9acoB.

- Bam monpasuiocs YépHoe Mope?

-Ha, a MHOTO KyHéJICH.

- A B ropax 6nLm?

- Bt KaBras 0ueHb KpaclB.

- A ¢ KeM BbI GBIV B TOPAX, € TPOBOIHMKOM?

- C HAIIIMM TIpeTIoIaBaTesIeM.

- Bam mokassisasm 03epo Prma?

- Ila, MBI GBLIM TaM.

- Be1 sro6uTe GLIBATE 3a TpaHMIei?

B cxaémyromieMm Trony, JIETOM, s
OTTIPABJIFOCH B VTasmmo.

- Ouens.

Answers: e3MIIL; €3I, €30I, €3IAT, eXaJI,
JIETEJIV; TITTABAJT; XOVIIN, XOJVLIV, BO3IJINA,
€3I, €31UTD, e1Ty.

Try to memorize the first lines of the popu-

lar children’s poem Ilécemka mpyséir, by Sergei
Mikhalkov, and identify all six verbs of motion.

Ms1I e11eM, eeM, eeM
B nmanékue Kpas,
Xoporme cocet,
CyacTIIBbIe APY3hA.
Hawm BéceIo 3KMBéTCA,
MbI IeceHKy MmoéM,

VI B méceHKe IOETCA

O TOM, KaK MbI KMBEM.

Kpacora! Kpacora!

MbI Be3éM ¢ cob0it KoTa,
YIoKuKa, co6aKy,
HeTBKy—33.6I/IHKy,
O6e31>HHy, TIOITyTasd -
Bor komnarua KaKaﬂ'
Korna xuséTesa npy}KHO,

Yro MO}KeT JIquHe OBITE!
u CCOpI/ITBCH He HyKHO,
VI MOKHO BCex JIIO6I/ITL
TrI B na.m;moro z(opory
BepM ¢ coboit Ipys3eit:
(0):V71 Te6e TIOMOTYT,

W ¢ myMu Beceteit.

ITpunes

Mg1 éXaJmm, MbI IeJ

Y ¢ méceHKOt CMeIITHOM
Bce BMécTe, KaK CyMe,
TTpuexam ToMOit.

HaM CONHBIIIIKO CBETLIIO,
Hac Bérep o6BeBau,
Byt He cKy4HO 6BLIO,
VI KasKIIBIT HATIEBAJ

IIpunes

GLOSSARY
Iobupatses — to get somewhere
Kynarscs — to bathe
IIpoBozHK — a guide
OTIIpaBAATLCA/OTIPABUTECA — to start, to set off
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