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In this issue’s Uchites, we look at some challenging puzzles, first published about 140 years
ago. Uchites is prepared by Natalia Gogolitsyna, author of 93 Untranslatable Russian Words,
who teaches Russian and translation at the University of Bristol.

Pycckue 3aragku | Russian Riddles

Folklore includes tales, songs, proverbs, sayings and riddles, among other things. It is illustrative of a people’s
attitude to themselves, nature, and life around them. Riddles are very old. They show a people’s creative power
and imagination, but are also of ethnographical, historic and linguistic interest. The riddles you will find here are
taken from Sadovnikov’s book 3azadxu pycckozo napooa, published in 1876 in St. Petersburg. Match the riddles
on the left with their answers on the right, entering the Russian letter on the correct line.

A Opjuu roBopur,
IIBoe raAanAr,
Ia nBOe ciryIaror.

B Bpar c Gparom yepes
JIOPOZKKY KUBYT,
OMH IPYTOrO HE BULIAT.

B V¥ aByx marepeit
ITo isATM ChIHOBE,
OnHO MMA BCEM.

I Ilare, MaJIbYMKOB,
¥ Bcex MaJILYMKOB IO
YyJIOUKY.

0 Yro 3a gpyr, 63 KOTOPOTO
MyzxuK n3 n30bI He BBIIET?

E Ilox ommoit 11O
Yetbipe GpaTa CTOAT.

E Jlerom CIIUT,
3uMoii ecT;
TeJio Temo,
A KpOBHU HeT.

X Uepnennka cobauka,
CBepHYBIIINCH JIEIKNT;
He gaer,
He ycaer,
A B oM He IIyCKaer.

3 IBa KoHIa,
IIBa KOJIBIIA,
ITo cepénke rBO31D,
Jla 1 TOT HaCKBO3b.

PECEMVAHIMRITTXITOXILDMINTINTT RS SHYIMSNY

W Bpar c 6paTom BuauTCA,
Ila He cxommTCH.

K He kycr, a smcroukamy,
He pybarka, a crmra,
He gesoBex, a paccKa3bIBaeT.

N 2Kwm tpu Gpara:

OpuH JFOUT 3UMY,
Ipyroit jeto,
A TpeTheMy BCé PaBHO.

M Kpyrisni, MajbIii,
Beakomy Mmisi.

H Bes HoOr xX0m4T.

O Cumur nesura
B TemHo01 TemHMIIE,
A KOCa HapyzKu.

M Cawm ammii,
CaxapHbIit;
Kadran 3enénnni,
Bapxarabni.

P He orons, a sxkércs.

C 3umoii u JeTom
OnHMM ITBETOM.

T Pyx Her,
A CTPOUTB yMeeT.

Y Cumut KoIrika Ha OKOIIIKe, -
VI xBOCT KaK y KOLIKH,
A BCE He KOIIIKa.

® Magenbkasa cobadka,
He mnaer, He 6aer,
A B0JIBHO KycCaer.

X Kro Ha cebe cBOL
oM HOCUT?

Ll Kro maj Hamu BBepx Horammu?

Y Bes pyk, 6e3 Hor,
A BOpOTa OTBOPSET.

Ll Koro mmkTO He BUuT,
A BCAKMI CIIBIIIINT.

Wl Jerur ormeBas crpeia,
Huxkro eé He moiMaer:
Hu 1tapp, Hu napuia,
Hwu xpacrada neBunia.

9 Yo sreTuT GHICTPEE CTPETIBI?

_ Knura
_ Hozxkuanmpr
_ Kor
_ IMTanka
___ 3ojoraa
MOHeTa
_ ITagbim:
_ ITeun
__ Tlepuyatku n
THaJIBITHI
~ Tloxmn
TIOTOJIOK
___ Cocna
_ IItyma
___ 3amoK
___ MopxkoBb
___ Apby3z
___ YmuTka
__ MyxaHa
TIOTOJIKE
__ Cann,
TeJjera,
JIOIIATb
_ Yum
___ Berep
___ T'pom
_ Kpammsa
___ JHenbrun
_ Crox
_ fzmg,
rJiaza, yIm
_ Momsanusa
_ Mgsicas
__ ITuena
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