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In this issue's Uchites, you will read poems by Danil Kharms (1905-1942), a master of
literature of the absurd. Uchites is prepared by Natalia Gogolitsyna, author of 93 Untranslatable
Russian Words, who teaches Russian and translation at the University of Bristol.

GCamoBap!

This poem (a bit shortened) deals with the ceremony of tea-drinking (waenumue).

UBaH UBaHbIY caMOBap

¥YTpoMm paHO nofouIen,
K camoBapy noporen,
Hsns I[Metst mopgorest.

Haps Iets roBopur:
«Jlai-ka BbIIIbIO,! TOBOPHUT,
BbINbIO 4at0», TOBOPHT.

K camoBapy noporuia,
Tersa Kars mopomia,
Co cTakaHOM IIOfIOIILIA.

Tets Kars ropopur:
«51, KOHEYHO, TOBOPUT,
Bbombio TOKE», TOBOPHT.

Bor u fefymka npmien,
OueHb CTapEHbKUI IPUILIET,

B tydusax? pepynika npuiien.

OH 3eBHYJI3 ¥ TOBOPMUT:
«BbImuTs passe,* roBopur,
Yato pa3Be», TOBOPHT.

Bor u 6a6ymika npuiia,
Ouens cTapas IpuuLIa,
Jlaxke ¢ maIouKonS MpuIIa.

M nogymaB ropopur:
«YTO-11, BHINUTS,® TOBOPUT,
Yro-nu, 4aro», TOBOPHT.

Bpnpyr neBuonka npubeskaina,
K camoBapy npubexana —
Oro BHyuKa’ mpubdexaia.

«Hanugaiite!8— rosopur,
Yamky 4ast, TOBOPHT,
Mee nmocnaiie»,’ TOBOPUT.

Tyt n 2Kyukal0 npubexkana,

C xomkoit Mypkoii npubekaina,

K camoBapy npubexana,

Y106 UM 1aau ¢ MOJIOKOM,
Kungrouky!! ¢ Monokom,
C KUTISTYEHBIM!2 MOJIOKOM.

Bnpyr Cepexka npuxopui,
Bcex on nmosxke!3 npuxonui,
HeywmbITh1il4 npuxopui.

«[TopaBaiire! — roopwur,
Yamiky yasi, FOBOPUT,
MEHe no6Gossb1ie», TOBOPHUT.

Haxkironsnm, 15 HaknoHsIIN,
Haknonsinu camosap,

Ho orrtyna BeiGuBancs!o
Tonsko map,'” nap, nap.

Haknonsinu camosap,
Bypro mikamn,!8 mkar, mkar,
Ho otryna Be1xopuino
Tonpko kar,!® kam, Kar.

CamoBap VBan Banbru!
Ha crone Ban MBanbiu!
3omoroi MiBan MBanpry!

Kunsitouky He maer,
Ono3iaBIMM He JlaeT,

Jlexxe6okam?0 He flaer.

BCE

Questions after reading:

1. What famous folk tale does the poem
remind you of, where all members of
the family are mentioned, followed by
family pets — a dog and a cat?

2. What role does repetition of words
and constructions play in the poem?

3. What is the implied moral of the
poem?

1. let me drink 2. in shoes 3. yawned 4. | could drink 5. a little walking stick 6. shall | drink 7. granddaughter 8. pour 9. sweeter 10. a dog's name
11. boiling water 12. boiled 13. later 14. unwashed 15. they tilted 16. come out 17. steam 18. wardrobe 19. drip, drop, trickle 20. lazybones
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