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In this issue’s Uchites, we read an excerpt from a classic short story by Anton Chekhov.
Uchites is prepared by Natalia Gogolitsyna, author of 93 Uniranslatable Russian Words,
who teaches Russian and translation at the University of Bristol.

AHTOH YexoB “Ha [Jaue” e Anton Chekhov “In the Country”

It is surprising to see how many of Chekhov’s comic stories stand the test of time and can still be read with enjoyment more than
a hundred years after they were written. This story deals with a family enjoying its summer vacation in the country. The word faya in
the title is culture specific; some of the more difficult words are glossed with footnotes.

Read the text of this excerpt from Anton Chekhov’s comic
story and answer the questions at the end.

«$1 Bac m106i110. BBI MOSI 3KM3HB, cCYacThe — BCE!
Bypnbre cerogHs B BoceMb 4acoB Beuepa B 6ecefike. ..
MwMms cBo€ He mopnuckIBalo,! HO ST MOJIOZIA, XOpoIla
COOOM... YETO K€ BaM el ?»

IIpounTas 3TO MUCHMO, JAYHUK

3a ob6enom [TaBen VBaHbIY IJIs€ HA XKEHY
¥ pa3MbInsin’: «OHa NUIIeT, YTO MOJIOAA, 1a U
s elll€ He TaK cTap, YTOObI B MEHSI HEIIb3s1 ObLIO
BIIIOOUTHCS... JITOOHNT XKe MeHS 3KeHa...»

«O yeM ThI 3agyMalics?..» CHpOCHIIa ero KeHa.
«Tak, rojoBa 4To-TO OOIHT...»
ITaBen MiBaHBIY HOJHSIIICS C

ITaBen MBanbIy Brixopnes, yeaoBeK
CEMENHBIN U ITOJIOXKATEILHBIN,
moxkaij miedyaMu. «51 JKkeHaTbIi
YeJIOBeK, U BAPYT TaKoe MIChbMO!
KT0 310 Hanmmcan? «5 Bac
mo6mto»... Hamucatek Takoe

MUCHMO HE3HAKOMOMY, KEHATOMY
yeJioBeKy!» 3a BoceMb JIET CBOeH
KeHaTou ku3Hu [Tapenr MIBaHbIY

He T0J1y4ajl HUKaKHX ITUCEM, a
MIO3TOMY 3TO IUCHMO B3BOJIHOBAJIO?
ero. «KoHeuHo, 5T He MaJIPYMIIKA

1 He No0Oery Ha 3TO CBHaHUE, HO
BCE-TaKU UHTEPECHO 3HATH: KTO

910 Hanucaa? Kto 661 2TO MOT
ObITH?» PermuTh 3TOT BONpocC Gb1I0
TPyRHO — Ha faue y [1aBia MiBaHbIUa
He OBLIIO HU OTHOM 3HAKOMON
SKEHIIMHBI, KPOME XKEHBI.

«41 Bac mo6mo». Korpga ato oHa Anton Chekhov, 1889

ycnesna noiao6uTs?? [JoaKHO ObITS,
emé MoJIofla U POMaHTUYHA, €CIIU
crocoGHa BIIIOOUTHCS TaK CKOpo... Ho ...kTo oHa?»
Bppyr IlaBen MiBaHbIY BCIOMHUII, YTO BUEpa
OH BUJIEJI MOJIOJIEHbK Y0 OJIOHAMHOUKY B FOJ1ly60M
nnaThe. OHa B3IUIsIibIBasIa4 HA HEI'O HECKOJIBKO Pas U,
KOI'J]a OH ceJI Ha CKaMbIO, Cela PSiIOM C HUM... «OHa?
— nopgymadn Beixonues. — He MmoxeT GbITh!»

1. sign

2. unnerved
3. fallin love
4. glanced

AUBaHa W Havall OleBaThCs.
— «T’pl Kyzia aTO cobupaembcs?»
— « Tak... X049y IpOATHCH, FOJIOBA
OOJIUT...»

ITaBes VIBaHBIY BBIIIEN U3 AOMY.

«HaBepHo, oHa yxxe B Gecefike
cuput. [TocmoTpro m3panekas... He
OyAib s >XeHaT, OHO ObI 1€ HUYETO. ..
Bnpouewm, pa3 B XXHU3HHU HE MEIIAJIO
ObI UCHBITATh.” A 3KeHa... 9YTO C Her
cnenaercsa? BoceMb JIeT HE OTXOHIT
OT Heé!»

ITaBen MBaHBIY mOAOIIEN
K Oecenkes u yBUiel TaM
YeJIOBEYECKUI CHITYIT. ..
BrisimeBmmce B Hero, [1aBen
VBanbry y3Haa B HeM Opara cBoeit
>KEHbI, CTYICHTa MHUTIO, 3KMBIIETO Y
HETO Ha jjaJe.

«3BuHuTE MeHs, [TaBen
MBanb1y, 51 mpocui 6b1 BaC OCTaBUTh
MeH$ OffHOTO. Sl 06 yMbIBaIO®
KaHJUJATCKYIO AUCCEPTALNIO», CKa3all MuTs.

— «A TBI UM Kyla-HUOYAb Ha ajjelo. A MHE
XOYeTCs TYT MOCHaTh.»

— «Bam nocnars, a fuccepTanus BaxKHen.»

— «Hy, s Te6s mpomry, Muts! Tsl Monoxe MeHs. S
XO04y CIaTh, yuau!»

5. pondered

6. from a distance

7. experience

8. arbor or summer house
9. thinking about
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— «9T0 3arousm. [Touemy BaM Haj[0 371eCh OBITH, a
He MHe? W3 npuHIuna He yipgy...»

— «Hy, g Te6s npouty. [IycTs s aroucr, gecnor, HO 5
npolry Te6s pa3 B XKU3HU!»

— «Cka3zau: He yiny, u He yiy. VI3 npuHnumna...»

B aT0 Bpems B GeceqiKy 3arIsiHYJI0 KeHCKOE JIUIIO.
YBupeB Murtio u [1aBna MiBanbIua, OoHO UCU€3J10.
ITaBen MBaHbIY BCTAJ U HAJIEN LIJISILY.

— «CkoTHHa ThI, HouIeT 1 Mep3aBen! 10 Mexny
HaMU BCE KOHYEHO.»

— «OueHs paj. 3HaiTe, 4TO BbI celyac cienaiu
MHE TaKyIo NaKOCTh,!! KaKO#l 51 BaM 10 CMEPTH He
npoury!»

ITaBen MBanbIu Boles u3 6eceku, U GbICTPO
3alaraill K cBoey gaude. 3a y>xkuHoM I1asen ViBaHbIy
u MuTS riaseny B CBOM TapeikKu 1 Mosrdau... OHu
BCcell IyIION HeHaBHeu ApyT fpyra. 2Kena [Tasna
MBanbrya Mosya ynbidanach.

«Tb1 yero o ynpi6aenibesi? TOMbKO OTHY 1Y PbI
6e3 MpUYNHBI CMEIOTCs ! » — cepuTO ckaszai [laBen

10. villain and a scoundrel
11. dirty trick

Russian Life | May/June 2016

Woman writing letters
in the sunroom of the
Lopukhin Estate.

| Watercolor by

| Nikolai Tikhobrazov

' (1844).

HBanoBuu. 2KeHa norisiienia Ha CEpAUTOE JIAIO MyKa
u 3acMessiach. «4To 3TO 3a MUCHbMO ThI MO YU
yTpOM?» — CIpOCHJIa OHA.

«41? Hukakoro...»

«Hy, co3naiicst, nonyuun! 3To nucbMo g Tebe
nocnajna! YecTtHoe ciioBo, s1!»

«['mynble MyTKH...»

«Ho uTo ke nenars! Ham Hy>XHO GbII0 cerofHs
MIOJIBI IOMBITH, & KaK BacC BBIXKUTH U3 loMy? UT0ObI
Tebe B Gecefike CKyYHO He IT0Ka3aioch, 1 1 Mure
Takoe MUCHMO nociiajia! MuTs, Thl ObLI B Geceke?»

Muts ynpIGHYJIICS U IIepecTadl MISAeTh C
HEHABHCTHIO HA CBOETO CONEPHUKA.

0TBETbLTE HA BOMPOCLI:
T'ne npoucxonut aeiicTBue pacckasza?
Kaxkue nepconaxu y4yacTBYIOT B ledicTBUN?
KTo0 Hanucanx nucMo n HO‘-IeMy?



